INCREASE IN POSTAGE COSTS for sending out the Magazine: options.
Postage is a huge unavoidable cost to the Society. For example, the Magazine cost approx. £1500 more to send out in November 2023 than the previous year due to 2 increases in postage during 2023.
Council have been discussing the various options but felt that ultimately it should be the members who decide. The majority of members value the receipt of a twice-yearly magazine through the post and for this reason we do not want to reduce this if members feel we should continue. The option for members to receive the magazine by email has been available for some time but currently only 2 members have taken up this option.
Our options are as follows:
1) No action, just absorb the increase in postage costs.
2) Increase membership fees* and continue posting out 2 magazines. We’re not aware of any other Society that offers their members 2 Magazines per year.
3) Post a Magazine in the Spring and a Newsletter (2/3 pages) in the Autumn.
4) Post the Spring Magazine and send the Autumn Magazine by email to all those with an email address, with no option to receive by post.
Only post to those without an email address.
5) Post the Spring Magazine and have the Autumn Magazine available to view on the website / online.
There will be the opportunity to discuss this further at the AGM under AOB.
*Our current membership fees are – Full membership, £30, Associate Membership, £20.
Other Breed Societies – Full UK member fees vary from £25 plus a joining fee, to £45. 
