
THE FELL PONY SOCIETY
Summary of the Minutes, to be published on the FPS website, of the Fell Pony Society Council meeting held on 
Tuesday 7 July 2026 at 13.00 hrs at Orton Market Hall
The option to attend via Zoom was available
Chairman’s report
The Chairman’s report related mainly to an ongoing legal case. 
The Chairman also reported that NPS are giving a £500 bursary for a young person (16-30) mountain and moorland breeder. Applicants must be an NPS member and give a report about breeding. Applicants are to be directed to the Chairman.
Secretary/Treasurer’s report
The Secretary reported that membership currently stands at 895, with 109 new members since 1 Jan; 279 members from 2025 have not renewed. Memberships are promoted to each new owner upon transfer of pony.  
There have been 22 Stallion Licenses issued since January with 11 pending. Stallion owners requesting service books are being encouraged to submit online and the majority are happy to try.
Mare premiums have been paid, along with prizes and premiums for the stallion show and prize money for South Cumbria. 
A charitable donation has been received from artist Eleanor Tomlinson. A percentage of sales of ‘Holding the Reign’ artwork, portraying The Late Queen on her fell pony, has been donated to three chosen charities. 
The credit/debit card machine is now operational. 
Approval of Council Minutes: meeting held on 12 May 2026
 Sub Committee Reports
Reports were received from the Display Team, Show and Overseas committees. 
Fell Pony Society Sale
The sale date is 31 October 2026 for foals born before 30 June. Entries are at a flat rate of £15 with no refund. Deadline for entries is 30 September, and passports applications need to be submitted by mid-September. The pre-sale show will consist of 4 classes.
Correspondence
FPS have received a request for sponsorship from a local author for a Fell Pony book for Cumbrian schools. Council agreed that any donation would go down as our contribution towards education but would need to see a sample of work or page proofs in advance of sponsorship. 
AOB
FPS have been informed by the Charity Commission that we do not have the required number of trustees. Council identified that an amendment to article 8.2 is needed to change the number of trustees from a set figure to minimum and maximum numbers. A date will need to be set for an EGM. 
Terry Pendry has agreed to give a presentation at Rheged on 15 Oct 2026 at 7.30pm. The duration is 90 minutes with no interval and entry fee is £20.
NW Area Group are organising a pleasure ride on 13 September at Crosby Garrett. There is a need for people to help 
with general admin, checking in and out, opening gates. 
The Foal Show will be held at Newton Rigg on 8 November 2026. No trade stands or other business allowed. 
Mrs Metcalfe was commended for her hard work with the South Cumbria Show, and an appeal was made for the show 
committee to give more assistance. South Cumbria received a good turn out on the day as ponies have time to improve 
in condition. The Stallion show was considered too early as ponies coming off the fell look much better a few weeks 
later at South Cumbria. 
The Show Secretary made a further appeal for help setting up and taking down the Breed Show. Dalemain have agreed to storing a trailer for equipment on FPS behalf. The marquee is going up on Friday and toilets on Saturday morning. 
A notice of resignation letter from the Secretary was read by the Chairman. Council were invited to 
help with the advertisement and appointment of a new Secretary.

