
THE FELL PONY SOCIETY

Summary of the Minutes, to be published on the FPS website, of the Fell Pony Society Council meeting held on 

Tuesday 12 May 2026 at 13.00 hrs at Orton Market Hall

The option to attend via Zoom was available

Approval of Council Minutes: meeting held on 17 March 2026
Chairman’s report
The Chairman’s report related to an ongoing legal case. 
Secretary/Treasurer’s report
Total membership for 2026 stands at 851, which includes 82 new members. Show entries moved to online starting with the Stallion & Colt Show. This was well received by members and a joint tent at the Stallion & Colt Show received many compliments. 
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
There was one nomination for Chairman, no nominations for Vice Chairman. As the Vice chairman has not been in position for twelve months Vice Chair will stay in position. 
Sub Committee Reports
Reports received from the Display Team, Show and Overseas committees. 
Area Groups
Midlands East group has been dissolved, and funds are held in reserve by FPS. 

Learning with Fells and Bursary Applicants
Two applications were received for the bursary, Council members selected the successful candidate.  

Learning with Fells events are planned for July and September. Events will be publicised on FPS website and Facebook. Participants are encouraged to contact the hosts directly and a non-refundable booking fee is required.  

AOB
A lack of volunteers to take down the showground was identified. Suggested solutions involved enlisting local Young Farmers and Scout groups and offering free show entry or class entry as incentive. The purchase of a trailer to store equipment was discussed.

FPHT were commended for the work they are doing to promote the breed and hill bred ponies in Cumbria. FPS needs to do more in promoting the versatility of the breed and reporting on the background of herds.  
Progress of the 2025 Stud Book was discussed. Sales have been low and the print run will be reviewed for next year. 

