
THE FELL PONY SOCIETY
Summary of the Minutes, to be published on the FPS website, of the Fell Pony Society Council meeting held on 
Tuesday 11 November 2025 at 13.15 hrs at Orton Market Hall
The option to attend via Zoom was available
Approval of Council Minutes: meeting held on 11 November 2025
Chairman’s report
The Chairman reported various concerns expressed by members connected to FPSNA although there were only two things that FPS could act upon; not holding a regular AGM and calling for nominations for Council members after voting had opened. 
Regarding the FPS Sale it was reported that some breeders wanted to see an increase in the upset price, that ponies should be presented for sale in good condition and that they should be halter broken. 
Secretary/Treasurer’s report
The Secretary reported that memberships for 2025 totalled 1070 and passports issued for 272 foals to date.
The FPS is looking to introduce an accounts package and card machine, along with addressing retention of documents and storage. 
Overseas postage costs are escalating with additional tariffs imposed on mail to USA. 
The office will be closed from Tuesday 23 December until Monday 5 January. 
Council Election / Vote for Vice Chairman 
One nomination for election was received at the office. Mr Boustead welcomed Mr Metcalfe as Vice Chairman. 
FPS Sale 
Buyers commission was added by NWA to assist with the cost of online bidding. 
Most breeders are keen to keep the existing sale as it allows for stock to be viewed, purchased and taken away on the same day. 
The upset price was discussed and suggested this be raised following discussion with NWA.
It was confirmed that a vet is on site on the day of the sale and responsibility to determine if a pony is unfit for sale rests with the vet and with the mart. 
It was agreed that ponies do not need to be halter broken as this could result in more ponies be offered in general sales.
The entry fee for the sale was reviewed.  
The next sale has been confirmed by the mart as Saturday 31 October 2026.
Memorandum & Articles, Regulations to be reviewed
Reviewed and no changes required
Nominations for trophies to be presented at the AGM / Guest speaker
Awards for presentation are the Lownthwaite Rob Trophy, The Queen’s Trophy, Edinburgh Prize for driving, Peahill Basil Veteran Fell Pony Award. Nominations are to be reviewed by March 2026
A provisional guest speaker has been approached for the AGM. 
Sub Committee Reports
Reports received from the Show, Overseas, Judges, Conservation and Display Team 
Learning With Fells, Junior members, Young Handlers, Bursary
Learning with Fells lacked interest from members. The Young Handlers competition and Bursary will continue for 2026

